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HIS Court doth deſire the Reverend 
Mr. Wright, to Print bis Sermon 
Preach d before the br pful the Court of 
M ſoaring at the nn Church of St. Paul, 
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 ORDINATION | 


Preach'd before the 


[JOHN Lord Biſhop of London, 
F And the Right Worſhipful the 


Courtof ALDERMEN, 


IN THE 


 Carnronn Cnunch of St. 24 ⁰ Fg 
mee” 
1 Jure the 1 6th, 1717. 
WHEREIN | 


" Some Dottrines lately advanc'd by the - of Ban- 
* | Cor, are occaſionally Conſider d. 
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Behold J ſend you forth as Sheep in 

the midſt of Wolves : Be ye there 

fore wiſe as Serpents, and harm- 
leſt as Doves. 

= HE Diſpute concerning the Autho- 

P&G rity of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, was 

in the Infancy of the Church and for 


(SES ſome Ages after, with the known Ad- 
verſaries of the Chriſtian Religion. But the 


Scene of this Controverſy is now chang'd, and 


we of the Clergy are put upon proving that we 


derive our Sacred Powers from Chriſt, not 


only by Men who in general profeſs themſelves 


Chriſtians, but by Perſons Inveſted with the 


ſame Sacred Powers, and who can only have a 


Right to miniſter in Things pertaining to God, by 


Virtue of them. Even ſome; upon whom it 
was more peculiarly Incumbent from their ſupe- 
rior Station in the Church, ſtrenuouſly to aſſert 


the Divine Rights of their own, and the ſubor- 
dinate Functions, have been acted by a Zeal 


too 


of Bangor's 
Preſer vat i ve, 


a P. 629 


ay \ 


ASERMON Preachd 
| 9g. open and andiſguis d, to betray. and give- 
+ vid. Biſt them up; by declaring regular and uninterrupted” 
Succeſſions, Authoritative Benedictions, and Ex- 


communications to be only ſo many vain Words, and 


by repreſenting thoſe 2s Men that Dream, mo 


make the Nullity or Validity of God's Ordinapces 
to the People, to depend on ſuch like Niteties and 1 r1- 


fles. Had an 'open Enemy to the Rights of the 


Clergy done them this Diſhonoar, they might more 


eaſily ha ve born it, In an Age of looſe thinking, 
for that is all which the Incredulous, if we may 
judge from their way of Writing, can be ſup- 


pos d to mean by Free. Thinking, it had not been 


very ſurprizing to ha ve heard the ſacred Powers 
ridicul'd in theſe, or if that had been poſſible 


to Men who obſerve any Rules of Degency, in 
more ludicrous Terms: But to hear a FTRHER 


or THE Cusack, to the Triumph of Papiſts 


and Unbelievers, ſpeak in a Language that 
can neither be reconcil'd with the Authority or 
Digagity of his own Order, to ſay nothing of 
the inferior Orders, is ſurprizing beyond all rea- 
ſonable Grounds of Belief, except thoſe which 
ariſe from his openly publiſhing himſelf the Au- 
thor of ſuch Language. oc hag 
In Oppoſition to theſe and other like Princi- 


ples, which have of late given ſueh general, Oc. 
ca ſion of Scandal and Offence, and which either 


Strike at the Authority or Reputation of the 


Clergy ; Ihaye made Choice of theſe Words of 
our bleſſed Saviour, for the Subject of my pre- 
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Behold I ſend you forth, &c. In which Words 


are theſe three Things conſiderable. - , 


I. The divine Miſſion of the Apoſtles, to 
__ exerciſe the Powers, and diſcharge the 
Functions proper to them: Beho/a, ſaith 
our bleſſed Savionr, I ſend you forth. 

IL The Difficulties and Dangers, which 
in the Execution of their Office they 
wWou'd be expos'd to, they were ſent 

forth as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves. 


e Rules of Prudence whereby they 
were to Conduct themſelves, under 
thoſe Difficulties and Dangers, imply'd 

in theſe Words, Be ye therefore wiſe as 

Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves. 


Hirſt, The Divine Miſſion of the Apoſtles to 
_ Exerciſe the Powers, and Diſcharge the Functi- 
ons proper to them. Our Lord declares he ent 
them forth; they did not take this Honour of 
executing the higheſt Office in the Church «por 
themſelves, but were calPd of God to it. For 
the Church of Chriſt being a regular Society, 
otherwiſe it had been a Society very unworthy 
of his Inſtitution, he ſaw it neceſſary that Per- 
ſons who were to preſide and govern in it, 
ſhould be duly and in a ſtated Manner Com- 
miſſion'd to that End, by a Power deriv*d from 
himſelf, and ſucceſſively tranſmitted in his 


Ya + 


4 ASERMON Preact'd 
For the Exerciſe of a Power in any Society, 
eſpecially in the chief Miniſters of it, which is 
not Authoriz*d by him who originally founded, 
and ſtill continues to govern it, muſt be in direct 
. Oppoſition to his Authority; and if ſuch a So- 
ciety be repreſented to us, under the Notion of 
a Kjngdom, it cannot be a well regulated King- 
dom, much leſs a Kingdom which ſuppoſes a: . 
wiſe God the Founder of it, but 4 Kingdom di- 
vided againſt itſelf, and which therefore of Ne- 
ceſſity, in proceſs of Time muſt be brought to 
. Deſolation ; Which ſome Men, out of their great 
Zeal for ſecuring the Temporal Rights of 
Princes, as they pretend; are indeed very in- 
duſtrious to Effect. But the Ming dom of Chriſt, 
notwithſtanding all their impious Attempts,. 
all ſubſiſt; with all the proper Powers belong 
ing to the Miniſters. of it, till all the Kingdoms. 
of the Earth ſhall be deſtroy c. 
It will be granted that the Perſons here im- 
mediately commiſſion'd by tur Saviour to 
preach the Goſpel, and exerciſe the other parts 
of the Apoſtolical Office, acted by a Divine Au- 
thority ; it muſt be ſaid therefpre that either 
they had Authority from Chrift to Commiſſion 
others ſucceſſively to ordain to the ſame Offices, 
or elſe that the Power of exerciling that Autho- 
rity dy'd with them. If fo all ſucceeding Or- 
ders of Men in the Church or: Kingdom of 
Ehrift were only of humane Inſtitution, and by 
Conſequence ſo far as they have any Authority, 
and they upon whoſe Principles they can have 
no. Authority are yet in explaining themſelves 


0 


at an ORDINATION. 


| fored to allow them ſome kind of Authority 
ſuch as it is; ſo far I fay ſuch Perſons: rale in 


their own ing dom and not in that of Jeſus Chriſt, 
except, which is an abſurd Suppoſition, there 
cou'd be a juſt and regular Power in 1 
ty, not deriv'd from him who prefides kt the 


| Headofir. The Power therefore which Chriit 


had of fending the Apoſtles upon the work of 
the Miniftry in all the proper parts of ic, mult 
have been communicated to them in order to 
their ſending others, or elſe thoſe who ſucceeded 
them in the ſame Oſſice, or rather who preten- 


ded to exerciſe it after them did not come in the 


Name of Chriſt but in their own Name, at moſt in 


the Name of thoſe who had no Divine, but on- 
ly a humane Authority, if it may be call'd fo, 


to ſend them. Upon which Suppoſition the Na- 
ture of Chriſt's Kingdom here upon Earth. 
wou'd with reſpect to the external Polity or 
Government of it, be ſo continually alterable 
that inſtead of an Inſtitution of Order, and 


which in the prophetical Style is call'd the Per- 
> fedtton of Beauty, it wou'd appear of all the 
Conſtitutions in the World to be the leaſt recon- 


cileable with the Character of a Wiſe and Pro- 


vident Legiſlator. It is pretended indeed that 


we are to diſtinguiſh between a Divine and an 


3 Apoſtolical Inſtitution, in reference to the Go- 
vernment of the Church, or the Miſſion of 


thoſe to whom the Government of it is more 


= immediately committed. Upon this Diſtincti- 
= onitis ſaid that the Miſſion and Authority of 
the Apoliles was inconteſtably Divine, and 


chat. 
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that by the ſame' Power they were inveſted: 


with an Order ſuperior to that of the Seventy ; 
but that it was only of their own Appointment. 
that this ſuperior Order was continued in the 


ö 


| 


vid. Biſhop 


of Bangor's 
cerm. p. 12, 


Church; for which Reaſon the Name and Title 


of Apoſtles was for ſome conſiderable Time 
given to the firſt Chriſtian Biſhops. But there 


is a ſtrong Preſumption againſt the Rea ſonable- 
neſs of this Diſtinction, eſpecially if we conſider 
that the Power of Ordination was both in the 
Apoſtolical and ſucceeding Age appropriated to 
that Order, there being no Inftance either in 
the Scriptures or the firſt Monuments of the 
Church, of any one that was ordain'd to the 
ſacred Office by a Perſon of the inferior Orders. 
Now what ever Rules of Prudence the Apoſtles 
may be allow'd to have laid down for the bet- 


ter Government of the Church, and conſequent- 


ly what even grounds there may be in that 
Reſpect for the diſtinction of a Divine and an 
Apoſtolical Authority; yet as to the Supream 


and Principal Governours of the Church, to 


ſuppoſe the Apoſtles inſtituted them by their 
ſole Authority, without Direction from Chriſt, 
is to add new Laws to thoſe of Chriſt in the higheſt 
Inſtance of Legiſlative Power. The true Con- 


ſequence of which md be, that what them ro- 


: 


' Fained the Name of Chriſt mas noi the Kingdom of 5 15 
Chriſt, but the "Kingdom of thoſe Men veſted. = 
with fuch Authority. So that upon this Prin- 
ciple the Apoſtles were as trug Kings in the 
Chaych of Chit, | Chriſt himſelf mas-King, 
3 $44 = og | ; . .Orden i 
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Klees Upon the Inffirütion of it acted by a ſpecial 
1 Aurhotic DN then tis of no Conſe- 


quence in this reſpect to oppoſe the A poſtolical 
1 70 divine Inlkitüson, for What is done by or 
der ite Direction of Chriſt, has the ſame di- 
Fine ol . by What name ſocver Men 
may call it, as 


ſell. 
But ler us ep be diſpiite - concerning ho 


divine "Miſſion of the Order of Biſpops which 


5 hope has been ſufficiently Eſtabliſn'd, admit- 
ting What cannot be conteſted, that in the A. 


cannot upon any reaſonable Pretence be de- 


ny d, that the Order of Presbyters at leaſt Was 
| founded on Divine Inſtitution though I do not 
> mention this formally to prove it, but in Op- 
| 2 polition to certain Schiſmatieks who aſſert the 
= «divine'R:; 127 10 of their Ordinations, and yet 


make no ſcruple of communicating with thoſe, 


And even of eis with them in their pernici- 


dus Deſigns of deſtroying all Divine Inſtituti- 
"My Ons, Who challenge an Authority of miniſtring 
in the Kingdom of Chriſt, where upon their 
4 own Principles, Chriſt has given no ſuch Autho- 
tity. Is this to act as faichful Subjects of 
_ *X Chriſt ? to owni the Validity of kchoſe Ramin 


4 4 ſtrations which themſelves by pretending to a 
4 ; Br Succeſſion, or elſe they can have no pre- 
| "tence to the Authority they claim, confei to be 


ſo many Direct and Rebellious Invaſions upon 
ese of Chriſt. It is evident I here 


8 a TY - 


| Hitler was not really inflituted before; the Apo. 


if immediately ene Dok Ban 


poſtolical Age there was ſuch an Order, yet it 


deligg. | 
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deſign to charge the Presbyterians on Account 
of their Conduct in communicating with other 
Diſſenters; I own it was my deſign to exhibit 
this Charge, and leave it to them to anſwer it 


Le tit he 


. 
"5 o 2 4 4 * ” x a. "+ 
4 N 8 r — N * 
Wa mw — _ 
barren ——— = ray — 
Ln ed ads. as - 2 R 2 


| | upon their own Principles if they ean. If Chriſt 
il have any Kingdom upon l is ĩimpoſſi ble 
we ſhou'd communicate as Members of his 


| | EKingdom, with thoſe who uſurp any Power or 
| Authority ia it, without diveſting him of his 
own Authority, ſaying by neceſſary Conſtructi- 
5 5 don, we will nat have this Man to Reign over us, + 
0 A As to the Objection which. lies againſt the 
1 Divine Miſſion of the Clergy from their not ha- 
ving an aninterrupred Sacceſſion, this is aſſerted. 
without any ſolid or reaſonable Proof. The 
Clergy maintain it as matter of Fact, that 
they have deriv'd their Orders in a continu'd 
uceſſion from Chriſt ; it is incumbent on thoſe 
who ſay the Succeſſion as to. their Orders has 
been interrupted or broken, to ſhew when and 
What particular Occaſion the Breach happen d. 
For though in Caſes of pure and, ſtrict Argu- 
mentation it is a common Maxim that the 
Proof lies upon him who affirms; yet as to a | 
point of Fact where the Party attack d is in 
Poſſeſſion of that which he claims a juſt Right 
and I itle to, the Party who oppoſes his Title is 
to ſhew wherein and upon What Accountsit is 
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_ deficient: To ſpeak therefure of aninterrupted 
. Succeſſions as vain Words, as Niceties and . th 
without producing any Proof that the Succeſhon 
of the Clergy. has been interrupted, is only to 
- amuſe People with prejudices and a ſet Ph 4 17 * 
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& concerning things relating i Conſoiemce.und\Sal- 


«1-2, 
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Vu, kuforizegholeta Miniſter in his Kingdom 
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Words indeed, againſt the Authority of the 
Prieſthood, which whoever he be, ought not to 


expect an implicit Belief of wha 
Vet we do not only aſſert that we have in 


t he ſays upon 


Fact an uninterrupted Succeſſion, but inſiſt further 
upon it that the Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom requi- 
res, that the Succeſſion of his Miniſters ia things 
pertaining to God ſhou'd be uninterrupted. For if 
the Succeſſion Whereof he is the Head and 
Fountain has been once broken, by what Au- 


thority cou'd it be renew d or conveigh'd. down 
again, without his ſpecial and immediate Interpo- 
ſition? which yet will not be granted by thoſe 


who deny that the Succeſſion! has been” conti- 

_ nv'd without interruption. 1; To claim ſuch an 
Authority I affirm, is directly ſetting up a 
Kingdom in the Charch of Giri, or ſubſtituting 
is ſtead, and in direct 


1 


* 
LS 


Oppoſition to him. This is evidently to make 


Laws far the Saar nment of his. Kingdom, 2 


- 


vation, (which are the Affairsto' which the 


Government of it only here extends) without 


his Authority, which is the higheſt and moſt 


inſolent Invaſion that can be made, or indeed 


poſſibly conceiv*d upon his Prerogative- and So- 


— 


ðmerciſe of any proper Authority to thoſe who are re- 
ally commiſhon'd by Chriſt to act in his Name, 


by denying an uninterrupted Succeſſion, they 
evidently in prejudice to the Power of Chriſt 245: 


_ who 
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* 


who have no ſuch Commiſſion, but are merelß 


upon their own Principles of human Inſtitution. 
Such Inco nſiſtences do Men naturally run into, 


who not being ſatisfied with» Principles com- 


monly receivd, and ſueh as have hitherto uni- 


verſally obtain'd in the Catholick Church; E- 
rect new and unknown Schemes of Eccleſiaſti- 


cal Polity, concerning Which when they come 


to explain their Sentiments, it evidently appears 


both to chemſeivesand others, that they either 


uon mhat they ſaid, nor whereof they affirmed... 


I 


Secondly, What Nam to confider in the neut 
Place, are the Difficulties and Dangers which 


the Apoſtles in the Execution of rheir Office 
would be „ they were ſent gud 469 
| Sheep in the Miu ſt of Wolves. The Reaſons why 


and certain Principles too generally receiv'd, 
which openly tended to favour. Corruption. 


ON: 


m en OxdinaTION., 11 


vernment, and then to put himſelf at the Head 
of it. This Notion did not only obtain among 
the unconverted Jews, but ſome of the Diſci- 
ples and Followers of Chriſt were too forward | 
to give into it. When the * Mother of Zebedee's * . xx. 20, 
Children de ſir d that one of them '\might ſit on the 
Right Hand of our Saviour, and the other on his 
Left, *tis probable ſhe intended no more, than 
that when he came to poſſeſs himſelf of the 
Temporal Rights of the Kingdom, which ſhe 
ſupposd he was going to Found, he would 
confer the firſt Poſts of Honour and Truft in 
it upon them. Plate for ſome time was under 
the ſame Prejudice, and therefore put the Que- : 
ſtion to our Lord, '+ Art thou aKjng then but iFebxviii.z7. 
 whenour Saviour hadafſur'd him that his Kingdom 
mas not of this World, he was inclin'd to let him 
g 0. He could not apprehend that Cæſar had 
aa ny thing to fear from a Prince who diſclaimd 
all worldly Power, and only aſſerted an Aut hori- 


ty over Men relating to Conſcience. and. Salvation. 
It might Teafonably. be ep | clpea> 
ally in thoſe Parts of the World were Chri- 
ſtianity is become the 'Eſtabliſh'd Religion, 
and the Corruption which was in the World through 
Luſt, muſt for that Reaſon. beſuppos'd fenſibly _ 
diminiſh'd, that the Oppoſition which the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt meet with in the Diſcharge of 
their Office, ſhould alſo in Proportion be wea⸗ 
ken d and jmpair'd. And yet, unaccountable 
as it is, there are Men in the World profeſſing 
Chriſtianity, who even pretend to do the Chri- 
ſtian Religion good Service, by dettacting ſo 


1 2 | 


much as they ate able from the Dignity, and 
leſſening the Authority of Chriſt's Miniſters. 


A SER MO N Preact/d 


But what is Matter of the greateſt Swrprize 
is, that the laſt ground of Prejudice which I 


mention'd againſt the Apoſtles of Chriſt;ſhowd 


ſtill be pretended in Diminution of the Rights 
and Authcrity of the Prieſthood at preſent, eſ- 
pecially in a Part of the Chriſtian Church, where 


the Minifters of it, as ſuch do formally, and in 
the moſt expreſs Terms diſclaim all ſecular Po- 
wer, and pretend to no Authority but in Affairs, 
fo far as the mix d Conſtitution of Things in 
the World will admit, oy bee ' 1 TnY 
ente and Salvation, 


It muſt be own d ee Sertain Sg 


happen wherein there may be ſome Diffcules 
in determining what we owe to the Rights of 
the State, and what to thoſe of the Ebutth; ; but 


Difficulties of this Nature are no more than hat 
ordinarily ariſe on Oecaſion of or conſidering. 


the Nature of moſt, if not of all relative Du- 


„ Whar ig more difficatt chu n: cu know the 


"Preciſe Bounds ofthe Prerogarive of: the Prince, 
and the Liberties of the Subject? Of the di- 


ſtinct Duties of Parents and Children, of Hus - 
bands and Wives, of Maſters and Servants ; 
he muſt be a nice Caſuiſt indeed; that can 5 
clearly and immediately reſolve all Caſes of 

Doubt ariſing from the reſpect ive Duties of 
theſe Relations: Shall we therefore on Account 
of ſuch Difficulties declare, or becauſe the ſe- 
veral Duties of ſuch Perſons are not eaſily or 
. owns ma An 1 r that *** have 


no 
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Haock in Sheeps loathing, when our Enemies are 

MW thoſe of aur own Hauſbuli, as the Difficulty of 
detecting them is greater, ſo, the Devaſtations 
= they make will naturally be of a wider Extent, 
and more pernieious Effe 79 7 5 „ 


no proper or diſtinct Rights belonging to them ? 
As little Reaſon is there to deny the Church to 
have any diſtinct Rights, becauſe certain Caſes 
may poſſibly happen, wherein they may to ap- 
pearance interfere with thoſe oſ the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate. The Rule in this Caſe, is to lay our 
Hands upon our Hearts, and impartially to con- 


appear ſtrongeſt, and to determine ourſelves 
accordingly; without regard to the Terrors of 
Men, or any Diſconragements whatever that we 
may be expos'd to, we having: fill the ſame 


God to ſupport us in the Diſcharge of our Duty, 


with thoſe who were firſt ent forth by our Lord 
upon the Work of the Miniſtry, The great 
Difference between them and the preſent Mini- 
| ters off Chrift, ſeems to lie in this, that the 
Wolves they were expos'd to the Rage of, were 
without the Pale of the. Church, and known to 
| * "TRY " * in 30 devour the 


I proceed now in the Third Place, to conſider 


1 
= 
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were to Conduct themſelves under thoſe Diffi- 


cdulties and Dangers, imply d in theſe Words, 


e ye therefore wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as 


08t; | | Inno- 


ſider on what Side of the Queſtion the Reaſons 


the Rules of Prudence whereby the Apoſtles 


The Deſign of the Words in general, is 1b 
Teach us, that Caution is very conſiſtent with 


13. 
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14 ASERMON Preach'd 
Innocence, and ought always to be regulated 
by it. I need not deſcend to obſerve the ;parti- 
cular Reaſons why the Serpent is repreſented as 
one of the moſt wiſe and ſubtle Creatures in the 
animal World, or the Dove one of the moſt 

Innocent; it being not the natural Hiſtory af 
theſe Creatures, but the moral Deſign upon 
which they are here mention'd that we are 
eſpecially to attend to. TO TI 
The x# Rule of Prudenee T wou'd preſcribe 
to thoſe who are ſent forth to Miniſter in the _ 
Kingdom of Chriſt, is, that they wou'd uſe all 
lawful Means of aſſerting their juſt Rights, 
which are no other indeed, in the ultimate Re- 
ſolution of them, than the Rights of Chriſt 
Jeſus, -whoſe they more immediately are, and 
whom by a particular Appointment tbey ſerve. 
What can be the Reaſon why the Members of 
all other Societies in the World, are ſo tenacious 
of all their ꝓroper Powers and Privileges, ani 
allow:d, when they are call'd in Queſtion, to he 
TCilergy ars enclaim'd againſt, and ſometimes 
their Perſons openly inſulted, for aſſerting their 
Right to ſuch Powers, as no other Perſon than 
the Lord Chriſt has inveſted them with? Is the 
Nature of the Truſt committed to them more 
inſignificant, becauſe they derive it from him-? 
Or are they for that Reaſon leſs concern dito 
falſiſie or betray. it? On the other Hand, their 
Care to adhere faithfully to it, dught to he 
greater, in Proportion to the Dignity of him 
from whom they receive it, and the a 
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lent and beneficial the Ends are for which it is 
received. If the Clergy, I ſpeak concerning 
thoſe of the Eftabliſhd Church, claim any 
Powers but what they have a Right to Claim; 
iP their Adverſaries could make this appear, 
which they have never yet been able to do, they 
might then have ſome Reaſon for the Prejudices 
they have entertain'd and endeavour to propa- 
> eat6agamfſtthem. But if they claim no Po- 
wers, but what they have really a Right to, 
2 Right which they can inconteſtably prove; 
why ſhou'd not they be allow'd the fame Li- 
berty in defending their Right, which is al- 
lo d to Men in other Communities, and whoſe : 
Nights are confeſſedly of much leſs, or rather 
indeed of no Conſequence.” V 
It is not then matter of any juſt Imputation 
I he Clergy, that they are obſerved to take 
=”. equent den e Weir Rights, 
b but upon profane and deſigning Men, ,that 
have put them under ſo viſible a Neceſſit of, 
doing it, to the Neglect of other parts of their 
Duty, which might otherwiſe have in general 
ben perhaps more edifying to the People. And 
yet we have the Satisfaction, and tis a juſt and 
ñnoble occaſion of Triumph to obſerve, that the 
== worſt things that have been written in order 
to deſtroy the Righis of the Chriſtian Church and 
PFrieſthood, have in- the Event terminated to 
the Advantage of Region in both Reſpects, 


_ 
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and the Publick Diſgrace and Confuſion of thoſe 
Who had the Effrontery to appear in ſo Upjult - 
ing bleſſed be God 8 
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and ſor which we cannot be too thankful for 


his good Providence, certainly true in Fact, 
that the Clergy of this Church never had more 
Regard paid to them by all ſober and well diſ- 
poſed Perſons; neither was the Nature of 
Church Communion, or of the Sacerdotal Office 
ever ſo generally or diſtinctly underſtood by 


the People as at preſent, which happy Effect 


though it might be owing to other wiſe and 
good Diſpoſitions. of Providence, yet as to the 


” 


od 


viſible Cauſes of it, may be principally aſcrib'd : 


to the looſe Principles which have been of late 


' Years ſo induſtriouſly publiſh'd throughout the 
Kingdom, and which have given Occaſion for 
fo many Excellent Performances in Defence of 
the Church and Clergy, towards the Convicti- 


en both of our open Enemies and Falſe Bre- 
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_ Secondly, 


they ſhould avoid all poſſible Occaſion of Offence 


to Perſons from whom they are in Danger of 
Meeting with the | moſt violent Oppoſition. 
When I argue that the Clergy ought. ro aſſert 


their juſt Rights, I by no means intend that 


they ſhould do it after any other Method, than 
what is perfectly reconcileable with Chriſtian 


Meekneſs, as well as Innocence; the Dove being 


in a peculiar Manner diſtinguiſh'd by the for- 


mer of theſe Qualities. Though ſome Perſons. 


therefore where they Advance more dangerous, 


and ſhocking Principles are to be rebuk d more 
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preſęrihe fer the Conduct of thoſe who are com- 
iſomd to the Work of the Miniſtry, is, that 


ſharply ; 
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ſharply; yet as there is a tenderneſs to be us'd 
in laying open the moſt corrupt Wounds, ſo 
we ought to ſmite ſuch Criminals friendly, and 


leſis came to plant in the World. And indeed 
were it not matter of ſtrict Duty to thoſe who 
| know what manner of Spirit they are of, to treat 
all Perſons with Meekneſs and Candor, it is 


certainly in the Nature of it, the moſt prudent 


Method to ſoften the perverſe Tempers of Men, 


1 and thereby bring them to the acknowledgment of 


the Trath, 
. Thirdly, A Third Rule towards preparing us 
the better to diſcharge the Office of the Mini- 
ſry, is, that we ſhould in general endeavour 
to furniſh ourſelves, Mith all the Qualifications 
thou in the Compaſs of Time I am now limi- 
ted to, enumerate them all, much te Inlarg ; 


three or four Reſpects. 


$2 


cumbent on us, that we ſhou'd be Exam- 
ples of Sobriety. I do not mean in Oppoſi- 
tion to Intemperance and Exceſs, thoſe are 
Voices from which a Senſe of common De- 
ceny muſt neceſſarily reſtrain all Clergy- 
men; but I here underſtand Sobricty, as 


a. 


BF _ after a manner agreeable to the Genius and Spi- 
lit of that Religion, which the meek and holy 


impoſſible 1 


upon them; I ſhall therefore "briefly mention >. 
E What the World rincipally expects from us, in I 


It, It is look'd upon as more eſpecially in- 
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oppos'd to all manner of Levity, whether 
as to our Behaviour or Converſation, which 
may give Occaſion to the Enemies of our 
* Order to inſult or contemn it, or to thoſe 
„ who are more immediately under eur Charge, 
1 i. to pay leſs Regard to our Advice or Admo- 
nitions. Our very Profeſſion being in the Na- 
ture of it holy, a Solemnity of Behaviour, if 
we wou'd not expoſe the Honour of it, ought 
ro be obſery'd throughout the whole Courſe 
of our Lives and Actions. So that we are not 
fo much to conſider what is in general proper 
or Lawful for us, as what is Expedient in Re- 
ference to our particular Character. 


1 24h, Another Quality I would recommend, 
wo is, that of univerſal Benevolence. As to the Du 
ties of Charity to the Poq; comprehended under 3 
it, 1 ſhould ger mae ®apartidbrjadgmacaie.. 
were I to ſty:that generally ſpeaking, the 
Glergy dees great, and ſenſible Proofs of it, 
ſtitinction of Men whatever. But I do not here 
intend to preſs a Duty, which God be thank d 
there is ſo little Occaſion to remind them of, 
though there may be ſome Inſtances in ſo great 
to be hop'd, on Account of the juſt Scandal 
they give in this Reſpect, are but very rare. 
What I principally intend to recommend here, 
is a Temper ; that diſpoſes us to Love and do 


at an OR DINATION. 
and as mueh as lies in us, to comply with the 
innocent Tempers and Deſigns of thoſe among 
whom we are more particularly oblig'd to con- 
verſe. Such a Diſpoſition is not only highly 
agreeable to the Spirit of our holy Religion, 
but very proper in the Nature of it, to recom- 
mend us to the Love and Eſteem of the World; 
without which notwithſtanding all our other 
Qualities, how bright ſoever, we ſhall not be 


in a Condition to do that good in the World 


which we might otherwiſe be capable oſ. 


Third, A Third Qualification wherewith it 
will be proper for the Clergy to furniſh them- 
ſelves in an Age wherein Looſe and Athi. 
eſtical Men Triumph in nothing more than 
a Occaſion of expoſing their Defeats, is a ge. 

neral Knowledge of 
” were only toconfine our Studies 
in diſpute with Deiſts, or the patticuſd 
mies of our Church or Order, -a very n 


fatend as if we 
the Points 
icatfat E &= 


will ſerve for this purpoſe, eſpecially to thoſe 
of us who have had the Advantage of being E- 
ducated in either of our Univer ſities, which yet 
ſome Perſons who have reap'd the Benefit of it 
have afterwards had the Gratitude: and good 
Manners to deſpiſe · But I wou'd:recommend 


all the parts of Learning which are more par- 


ticularly: uſeful ovens Preparing us to Un- 
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Books, and the ſtate of 
6h 


rate ſtock of Learning and Knowledge, when 
we conſider the Character of our Adverſaries 


derſtand, 
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convince Gainſa -_ of what Deno 
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derſtand, to Explain, and Eſtabliſh the nt 


| Articles, and entorce the ſeveral Duties of our 
holy Religion in ſuch a Clear and Diſtinẽt 


Light, that we may be able both uation and 
ation E. 


The Rules 1 have raid down are applicable 
to the Clergy in general. But I ſhall beg leave 
in the Concluſion of the whole Matter, and on this 
tolema Occaſion, to apply my ſelf more parti- 


cularly to thoſe who are now to be Ordaind, 


with reſpect to the more immediate and princi- 
pal Duty recommended. in my Text, A Pre- 
dent and Cautious Behaviour. And there is the 
greater Reaſon for addreſſing what I have to 
fay, by way of Exhortation to them as Inadver- 
tency and too great Facility of {i are the 2. 


dns, 1 4 ee ly 3 
YoungeÞ rey open to the ill Deſigns ef Noſe, 1 
bO If they are not able to Corrupt them, yet 


N Teomph in nothing more than an Occaſion of 


inſulting them, or expoſing their Deſects. Up- 


on theſe Accounts it is more eſgecially incum- 


dent upon you to ſee that ye wall Circumſpectiy, 


and give no juſt Occaſion of Offence, | whether 


in reference to y our Principles or your Con. 


duct; I fay 10 juſt Oecaſfon, for 1 by no means 


intend by adviſing you to be cautions, as if you 


ought to be afraid of the Terrors of Men, v lien 
the Cauſe pf G or Fay fundamental Truth 


He 1811120 | or 


) 3 


in it's Defence. Lou wou'd then ſhew your 


a n On De i 1 
odr Article of Religion calls upon you to appear 


ſelves «nworthy of the High Truſt and Vocation 
whereunto ye are called, ſhou d you tamely betray 
or give up out of any ſervile Motives or Com- 
pliance, either the Rights.” of the Chriſtian 
Church in general, or your own, as bearing a 
ſpecial Character and Commiſſion. in it. In 
this Caſe the queſtion concerning Prudence is 
out of Diſpute; for it cannot admit of any, 
whether when the Honour of God or Religion 
is immediately and directly Concern'd, we 
ought to hearken unto Men more than unto God. 
I only therefore deſign to recommend ſuch a 
Caution as is perfectly conſiſtent with Innocen- 
cy and. the Regard owing to your Character. 
All other Conſiderations ariſing either from 
the Flattery or Terrors of the World are of no 


_ cient to raiſe you above them all, were the "ON 
much greater than they are, and wherewith -” 
I ſhall therefore Conclude, * Whoſoever ſhall be,  _ . 
Abamed of me and of my Words, in this Adulterou waa 
„ * 5 
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inhabitants, as well Indians as Spani af n 
ttoms and Manners; ; their Naturat Hiſtory, 1 ines, *® 
Commodities, Traffick with Europe, &c. By Mon- 1 
ſſeur Frexier, Engineer in Ordinary to the French King.. 
Muſtrated with 37 Copper Cuts of the Coaſts, Har- 
bours, Cities, Plants, and other Curioſi ities, printed 
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- We 1 f "Roſe in Ludgace Street. 


F 1 E Sermons preact'd on feveral Occaſions, 


by the Reverend Dr. Snape. 
A Letter to the Biſhop of Bangor, occaſi on'd. by his 
Lordſhip's Sermon preach'd before the King at 
St. Fames's, on Sunday, March 31. 1717. By Andrew 
16th Bah D. Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majeſty. 
16t 3 


An Original Draught of the Primitive Church; ; 1 
Anſwer to a Diſcourſe, entituled, An Enquiry into the 
Conſtitution, Diſcipline, Unity and W or ſuip of the Primitive 


Church, that flourifſh'd within the fir 300 Yearsafter Chrifh.. 
By a Presbyter of the Church of England. 8vo. 
AVo) lage to the South and ong the Coaſts of 


rend err the 2 od Conf itutior of the 
\ Cup 


from the Author's Original Plates inſerted in the Paris 
Baition. With a Poſtſcript, by Pr. Edmund Haley, 


Seien Profeſſor of Geometry in the Univerlity of 


chend. And an Account of the Settlement, Com- 


merce, and Riches, of the Jeſus in Paraguq. 


In 420. | 
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„ h | hte Reverend Dr. Nobert South: . 18 : CY I l TY 
| NV. B. The 5th and 6th Volume I 

8 and wiil be publiſh'd 6 in a. ſhort time; 
„Printed. 
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SS. E- off ſeveral Diſcourſes. By the Rev 


cChyurck and S. Leonard Foſter-lint. To which is added, 

| iis Funeral Sermon, preachd by the Reverend Dr. 

Adams, Provoſt of King's College | m Cambridge. 8. 

„ „ Hiſtory of St. Paul's Cathedral in London, From 
RR its its Foundation. Extracted out of Original Charters, 
gRcCccords, Leiger- Books and other Manuſcripts. Beau- 
RE - tified with ſundry Proſpects of the Old Fabrick, which 


n, Which were all defacd in the late Rebellion. 
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